ONSIDERED. 


ih REASONS humbly offered = 
for the REPEAL of it. Sk : 
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THE. 


NaruRE and CONSEQUENCES 
| Ir Tb: an 
Sacramental Teſt, Go. 


4 þ R. DE RarN THovras, in his Diſſer- 
N tation on the a of the Govern- 

ment of England, obſerves that the 
TAE Form of it is different from all others 
at this Day in the World, that ir is for Subſtance 
the ſame which was introduc'd by the Northern 
Invaders into moſt Countries of Europe, upor 
the Fall of the Roman Empire; by the Saxons 
into Germany, the Francs into Gaul, the Viſi- 
goths into Spain, the Oftrogoths,and after them 
the Lombards, into Italy. But all theſe Nations 
have changed their Forms; Britain alone has 
retain'd the main of her ancient Conſtitution, 
not without many Hazards and Struggles, which 
our Anceſtors us'd to eſteem yery glorious. The 
Norman Conqueſt made indeed a great Alterati- 
on, for it was not to be expected that a Prince 
who had acquir'd and maintain'd his Title by 
Force of Arms, ſhould voluntarily relinquiſh any 7 
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part of his Power, and ſubmit to Conditions of 
government; yet in ſome time the Spirit of Li- 
herty reviv d, and the People taking advantage 
of Difficulties which embarraſs'd their Kings, 
epecially ariſing from Debates about the Right 
of Succeſſion, recovered their former Privile- 
ges, and at laſt, after many unſucceſsful At- 


tempts, nay and tedious inteſtine Wars, ſettled 


the Goyernment on the old Saxoz Foundation, 


eſtabliſhing the Limitations of the Regal Power, 


and the Rights of the Subjects, by the Macna 
CHARTA. | 
The Preſervation of this limited Monarchy 


has been thought by true Britons in every Age, 


of the greateſt Importance, and worthy of their 
warmeſt Zeal. As the ſupreme Power of Le- 

iſlation is divided between the. Prince, the 
Nobles, aad Repreſentatives of the People, the 
Safety of the Conſtitution muſt conſiſt in preſer- 
ving the Rights of each inviolable, and prevent- 
ing the Encroachments of any of them on the 
reſt. But as, in Fact, our Hiſtories ſhow that 
the greateſt Confuſions in Britain have taken 
their Riſe from the Encroachments of the Crown, 
or thoſe who acted under the Cover of it's Name 


and Authority, on the Rights of the People; 
true Britiſh Patriotiſm exerts it ſelf, in aſſert- 
ing and maintaining the Liberties of the Subject 


againſt the Invaſions of the Prerogati ve, what - 


ever Shapes and plauſible Appearances they may 


put on. In all the Schemes and Meaſures which 
the Agents and Abettors of Arbitrary Power 


pave purſu'd, the Lovers of their Country ſtill 


oppos d them, firſt by legal, eſpecially parlia- 
M 8h mentary 
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mentary Methods, and at laſt by Force, when 
Things were 1 to Extremities, threatning a 
total Subverſion of the Conſtitution. This Was 
the Caſe in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, 
and in the Reign of King James the Second, 
which gloriouſly ended in the Rxvolur rox, an 

Event which will ever be remember'd with Plea» 
ſure, by all the Friends of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion and of Liberty, as having ſecured thoſe 
moſt important Intereſts, and fix d the Govern- 

ment of theſe Nations, and the Meaſures of the 

Civil Power and Civil Subjection on their true 

Baſis; and in conſequence of ir, theſe Nations 

having the great Advantage of Princes on the 

Throne, who were animated with a noble Zeal 

for the Liberties of their People, and an anxi- 
ous Care to tranſmit them ſafe to Poſterity, have 
obtain'd excellent Laws to prevent thoſe Incon- 
veniencies and Sources of Danger to Liberty for 
the Future, which the Iniquity of former Reigns 
had given them reaſon to apprehend. And our 

Parliaments are ſtill framing new Acts for further 

(ſeeuring their own Freedom and the Freedom of 
Elections, which ſhews they are ſenſible of ſome 

remaining Defects, and that however ſafe they 
are under the Reign of the preſent Poſſeſſor of 

, | the Crown, yet all Danger in caſe of a corrupt 

| ax" Ig afterwards, is not fully provided 

| againſt. | 

== The Caſe being ſo apparently. and it being the 
avowed principle of Britous to contend for le- 

gal Limitations of the Royal Authority, in or- 

der to prevent its Encroachments on the e 

of the Subjects in any future time, (and the beſt 
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and moſt effectual Limitations have been obtain d 
under the beſt Kings, who as the tender-hearted 
Fathers of their People, were willing to ſecure 
| their Liberties againſt any injurious Attempts 
| | which might be made upon them by their Succel- 
| | fors ;) the Caſe I ſay being ſo, methinks it as 
|| well becomes our wile and good Patriots to con- 
[| ſider the State of the People themſelves, the 
i ſeveral Parties among them and their divided In- 
4 tereſts, how they affect the public, and what 
„ Meaſures ought to be kept among them, in order 
to the common Safety. For as the legal Conſti- 
rution is preſervꝰ d by a Balance of Power be- 
tween the Prince and the People, ſo the natural 
| Strength of a Society conſiſting in the Numbers 
F and Force of the Members which compoſe it, 
when they are form'd into oppoſite Factions, 
ore threatning and endeavouring, at leaſt always 
| inclin'd to the Deſtruction of the other, (which 
| . ought indeed by all means to be avoided, and 
d Governors will take all poſſible Care to a- 
| void it, and to unite all the Subjects in one com- 
2 mon Intereſt ; bur when, in Fact, there are ſuch 
Parties irreconcilable to each other,) the public 
„ _ muſt depend on a due Balance between 
them. * 

And here nothing will more obviouſly occur 
to any one who is at all acquainted with the State 
of our public Affairs, than the religious Dif- 
ferences which began at the Reformation, and 
have continued ever ſince. The Parties moſt 
| ite to each other are the Papiſis and the 

roteſiant Diſſenters, both generally difconn- = 
| renanc'd by the Government, fometimes in a 
| greater *} 


CO 
| greater; times in a: leſſer Degree. There 
are. at leaſt have been, Parties too within the 
Eſtabliſhment it ſelf, commonly known 
by the Name of HI and Low C nUR en,. 
or Wulf and Tory, whole Characters, 
contrary Views and Intereſts, it would be too 
tedious to mention, with their ſeveral Sub- divi- 
ſions, which are largely explain'd by Ravi. 
In general that Author obſerves that the Tories. 
even thoſe whom he calls Moderate, whatever 
Zeal they- profeſs for the Conſtitution, always: 
incline the —— to the ſide of the King, and 
are prone to ſeverity againſt the Presbyterians. 
On the other hand the Whigs, profeſſing the | 
XZ ſame Zeal for the Conſtitution, incline the Bas 
laance to the ſide of the Parliament, and favour. 
the Diſſeuter g. By this means the oppolire 
Extremes, the Paprfts and Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers become attach'd to theſe different Parties, 
the Tapes are reckon'd by that Author, a 
Branch of the Tories, and the Diſſenters are 
included in the Denomination of I higs, tho 
it ought to be acknowledg'd that ſome of the 
former, are ſincere Enemies to Popery, and 
many of the latter have a hearty Zeal for the 
= Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. | N 
But that we may more clearly underſtand how 
theſe Parties in Religion, Both Non-conformiſts 
to the Eſabliſhd Church, affect, or are capa- 
dle of affecting, the public Intereſt, and con- 
ſequently judge what Temper and Conduct 
ought to be obſerv'd towards them, it is neceſ- 
ſary to look into the Hiſtory of former Times, 
and what Part they acted, when the State of 
HE ; Affairs 


(8) * 
Affairs gave them an Opportunity of W 
their Inclinations and exerting their Strengtli. 
In the Reign of K. James the 1/7. the Meaſures 
of the Court were very obnoxious to the Na- 
tion, as tending to diminiſh the Power and Privi- 
leges of Parliament, and at the ſame time to 
favour Popery; for it may be taken as a certain 
Maxim in Euglaud. ſince the Reformation, 
that the Intereſts of Popery and arbitrarx 
Power are inſeparable. No Prince ever aim'd Mt 
at a diſpenſing Power without indulging the Pa- 
peſts beyond the Allowance of the Law, who i 
were always grateful enough to do him what 
Service they could in his Deſigns, and ſenfible Þ 
enough to know that the only reſource to their 
Affairs muſt be from unhinging the legal Conſti- ] 
tution. But in the Reign of Charles the 1ſt. 
theſe Meaſures were puſſit more openly and vio-ů 
lently, till they ended in the Civil War, in 
which the Papiſtę univerſally eſpous d the Rat, 
Cauſe, as afterwards they were the diſtinguiſn'd 
Friends and Favourites of K. Charles the 24, 
and James the 2d, purſuing the ſame Schemes 
and treading in the ſame Paths. Fe 
On the other hand, the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
ſuffered Perſecution under all thoſe Reigns, as 
it is certain they on all occaſions conſtantly MR 
and uniformly adher'd to the Cauſe of Liberty; MX 
ſince the religious Difference among Proteſ-, 
zanis in theſe Kingdoms (or the Schiſim as it's 
|| call'd) had a being, there never was a ſtruggle - 
between the Crown and the Subjects, never 
i} any Oppoſigion ef Intereſts or Debates about 
0 the Limits of the Prerogative, wherein the 


690 

Body of the Diſſenters did not vigourouſiy ad- 
here to the Rites of the — 4 , 

and oppoſe the Invaſtons which were made upon 

it: So there never was a Deſign carried on for 
exalting the Power of the Prince above the Laws 
without perſecuting them, which was the firſt 
& Steprtakenby the Abettors of Arbitrary Power, ; 
in order to weaken the Cauſe of Liberty by | 
EF cruſhing ſo hearty Friends to it, and the /afeſt _ - 
becauſe the High- Church Party, ſo far from 
taking Umbrage, were gratified by it, not 
diſcerning its tendency to the ſubverſion af the 
Conſtitution; and even of the Church it ſelf. 
But thoſe who beſt underſtood the State of the 
Nations, and were moſt firmly attach'd to the 
true Proteſtant and Britiſh Intereſt. have been 
ſenſible that the Perſecution of Di ſenters 
was incompatible with it, though they have 
been ſometimes indolent enough not to ſee, 
or not to conſider it ſeaſonably. Eſpecially af- 
ter the Reſtoration of K. Charles the ad. when 
the Nation run on for ſome time in a mad Career 
of licentious Loyalty, the Diſſenters felt the 
Effects of French and Popiſh Counſels: But 
when the pernicious tendency of thoſe diſſolute 
and violent Courſes was obſerv'd, and it ap- 
pear'd neceſſary to think of fome Expedients 
to prevent the utter Ruin of Liberty, Modera: 
tion towards the Diſſenters was one of the firſt 
that occur'd, Accordingly, that truly Proteſ- 
tant and Euglafs Reus of Commons which 
form'd and paſs'd the famous Excluſian Bill; 
form'd alſo another in favour of Proteſtant Diſ 
ſenters which paſſed both Houſes; but it was 
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loft (Biſhop Burnet ſays) in this Manner, On 
the Day of the Prorogation the Bill ought to 
have been offered to the King, but the Clerk 
Jof the Crown, by the King's particular Or- 
« der, withdrew the Bill. The King had no 
mind openly to deny it: but he had leſs mind 
* to paſs it. So this indiſcreet Method was 
taken.“ The Commons finding themſelves thus 
difappointed, made rhe following Reſolution, 
That it is the Opinion of this Houle, that the 
Proſecution of Proteſtant Niffenters upon 
the Penal Laws, is at this time grievous to the 
Subject, a weakning to the Proteſtant Inte- 
«. reſt, an Encouragement to Popery, and dan - 
gerous to the Peace of the Kingdom.” Imen- 
tion this as an authentick Teſtimony; other 
moreprivate Declarations, to the ſame , 
of great Men, both a; and Laity, in the 
Reign of K. James the 2d. when a Deluge of 
Popery and Slavery was ready to ſwallow us up, 
are very well known. 

But the late happy Revolution, which brought 
fo many and great Advantages to thefe King- 
doms, explain'd the Conſtitution it ſelf and im- 
prov'd it. alcertain'd the Liberty and Property 
of the Subject, and the Meaſures of the Royal 
Power, has at the ſame time plac'd the Affair of 
Religion on a better Foot than it was before, by 
granting a FoLERATION to the Proteſlant Diſ- 


enters, and thereby freeing them from a great 


Part of that Perſecution they were till then ex- 
pos'dto, which was the Reproach of a Proze/* 
tant Nation and Church. This is a Point now 
ſo clear and ſo well fix'd, that fcarcely is there 


any 
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any Party among us who profeſs a diſſatisfation 
with ir. The Tolerarion — to have become 
ev'na Part of the Eſtabliſhment it ſelf, and, like 
the Rights of the Biſhops, inviolable. But the 
Queſtion is, whether the Diſſenters do not 
ſtill continue under ſome Grievances and Inca- 
pacities which are inconſiſtent with the ch.. 
mon Rights of Snbjetts, and render them lels 
uſeful ro the Public, than orherwile they might - 
be? They are diſqualified by Law for Civil and 


Military Employments, which as it carries the 


rance of à public Cenſure, at leaſt Dil- 
truſt, for no Reaſon bur their ſcrupling Confor- 
mity to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 


. £0':40Lach Beevies 2o:.the 


Jzare, as if that legal Bar were out of rhe way, 
their Condition fits them for, and their Aﬀec- 
rion inclines them to. de 

This Queſtion ought to be confider'd and 
determin'd chiefly with a regard to the public 
Intereſt and Safety, which in this Caſe as I ob- 


ſerv'd before, depends on preſerving a Balance 


berween ire Parties, particularly the Pa- 


piſts and Proteſtant Difſenters. It a 


from the Reſolution of the Eagliſh Houle of 
Commons already mention'd, to be the Opinion 
of the wiſeſt Men and beſt Patriots in Britain, 
that Severity againſt rhe Proteſtant Difſenters, 
is an Encouragement to Popery, a wenkneng 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and dangerous ru the 
public Peace; the Foundation of which Opini- 
on mult be, that the Papzfts being the moſt 
dangerous Party in theſe Proteſtant and Breteyh 
Dominions, the Proteſtant Diſſenters ought 
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not to be ſo diſconrag'd as to be render'd unca- 
pable of joining in the common Defence againſt 
them. In order therefore to apply this Rule to 


the Point before us, let us conſider the Condi- 
tion and Conduct of theſe Parties in [reland, 
that we may judge whether continuing the in- 
capacity of Proteſtant Diſſenters for Civil and 


Military Employments, be reaſonable, or if 


it be not as the Proſecution of the EnghihDi/- 


ſenters upon the penal Laws was, in K. Charles 
the ſecond's Reign, grievous to the Subjett, a 
 weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt, an encou- 


ragement to Popery, and dangerous to the 
Peaceof the Kingdom. Noa 

As the Papiſis are every where the known 
inveterate Enemies of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and by their Principles led to Rebellion, Perſe- 
cution, Treachery, and the moſt inhuman Bar- 


barities, for ee it under the Direction 
of their Spiritual Gui 


the Dominions belonging to Great-Britain, 


es ; there is no Place in 


ſcarcely any in the World, where they have 
acted more zealouſly up to thoſe pernicious Prin- 
ciples than in Ireland. The Maſſacre of the 
Proteſtants begun in theYear 1641, and execur- 


ed with ſuch unparallel'd Cruelty and on — 


a Number of innocent People, without diſtinc- 


tion of Age or Sex, is an Inſtance of the out- 
ragious Fury of Popiſh Zeal never to be for- 


gotten, and it would ſhow the moſt unaccounta- 
ble Stupidity in the Proze/tants of Ireland, at 
leaſt, not to take all poſſible and juſt precauti- 
ons againſt any Attempts of the like kind for the 


future, while the Number and Strength of Pa- 


Piſis 


rene | ww 7's 
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bpiſis give us reaſon to apprehend Danger from 


them. That tragical Event is not the leſs to our 
preſent Purpoſe, if, as the Papufts pretended, 
their Inſurrection was begun and their bloody 
War carried on by the Orders of K. Charles the 
1%: Such a pretence might ſerve the e of 
claiming their Eſtates forfeited by Rebellion in 
K. Charles the 24's Reign, when the Notion of 
abſolute Monarchy in Eugland prevail d, and the 
appearance of what was then call'd Loyalty, was 
ſufficient to juſtify or excuſe very bad Actions, 
but it will not leſſen the Horror of the Crime 
and the Miſchief done by it in the Opinion of a 
ſober Proteſtant and Lover of Liberty, to 
whom Barbarity is as ſhocking and as much to be 
guarded againſt, when acted under the Colour 
of Authority, as without it. Rather indeed, 
as its certain the [rz/þ Rebellion was in favour of 
that unhappy Prince's unjuſt Proceedings againſt 
theParliament and the Nations,(whateverOrders 
he might give concerning it) it ſnould direct true 
Proteſtants and Britons to look with a jealous 
Eye on the Iriſh Papiſts, as the Tools of Arbi- 
trary Power, and ready to lay hold on the dii- 
tracted State of public Affairs as a proper Op- 
portunity for ſerving the Cauſe of their Church, 
and committing thoſe Barbarities againſt Proteſ- 
tants which their religious Principles incline 
them to. „ . 
K. James the 2d. after the Example of his 
unfortunate Father made a bold Attempt on the 
Conſtitution, and the Friends he chiefly relied 
on, were the Jriſh Papiſts: He fill'd his Army 


with them, and when he was forc d to abdicate 


the 


Yi the Throne of England, they were his laſt 
1 Refuge: He put himſelf at their Head in order 
to reduce Ireland, hoping after he had effected 
that, ro make a Deſcent With a greater Advantage 
upon Britain. In both theſe Commorions what 


il was the State and Conduct of the Proteſtant 
10 Diſſenrer ed In the former, they had a large Share 
1 of Sufferings; it will never be pretended that the 
fill  Papiſts, on any occaſion, were more favorable 


liar Severity. 


{48 to them than to the Members of the E/tablifh's 
Il Chwrch ; rather their known Principles of Civil 
"8 Liberty, as well as their utter Abhorrence f 
0 Hopiſh S ition, mark'd them out to a # 

In the laſt War they heartily | FE 


0 join'd with their Fellow Prozeſtants in oppoſing 
Hill R. James, and his whole dangerous Project was 
14 defeated by the noble Stand made for the Cauſe 
of Liberty and the Proteſtant Religion, by the 
Northern Proteſtants at Tanisk?/ ng. and eſ- 
—_ in Lyndon-derry, where with unparal- 
Id Reſolution, they endured the laſt Extre- 
| mities of a long Siege, and, undiſciplin'd as they 
11 were, baffled his whole Force, tho commande 
ah by himſelf in Perſon. It is needleſs to inſiſt on 
1 a Fat fo notorious to all the World, and of 
0 which we have the moſt Authentic Teftimony 7 
11 in the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in 
Wl + this Kingdom, Anno 1695, and the Reſolution 


wil of the Houſe of Commons in England 1698. 
li That the Services and Sufferings at London- 
0 derry, were very eminent, and of great con- 
ö ſequence to his Majeſty's Service, and the pre- 
i fer vation of the three Kingdoms, that theſee 
Ih were principally the S5rferivgs and Services oy d 
i the 


(5) 
the Proteſtant Di enters, 1 preſume no one wilt 
diſpute, it being fo well known that very few of 


another Denomination had any ſhare in them. 
The Uſe to be made of thete certain Facts is 


not that the Crimes of the Paprſ/ts, their Rebel - 


N lion and their Cruelty, in the Reigns of "I | 


Charles the 1ſt and King James the 24, 


'Z ſhould be reveng'd on their Poſterity; let them 
be treated with all the Clemency and Tender- 
neſs which can poſſibly conſiſt with the public 
Safety: perhaps the Laws now in Force againſt 
them are, in ſome inſtances, too ſevere; and it 
1 ought to be eſteem'd the Glory of the preſent and 
the preceding Reign, that there has been ſo great 
L enity uſed towards them, even beyond the al- 


lowance of the Law ſtrictly interpreted. I with 


any means could be found out whereby the Go- 
vvernment might be fecur'd of their Affections, 
which is the beſt Security any Government can 
have of Subjects, or any method deviſed where. 
by its Support ſhould become ſo ſenſibly their In- 
= tereſt as to prevail againſt all rheir religious Pre- 
Jjudices. 5 


ut for the Proteſtant Diſfbuters, it 


ſeems ſo obvious as to need no Illuſtration, that 


* * 2 7 


they who had ſo often and ſucceſsfully ſignaliʒ d 
their Zeal for the Proteſtant and Britiſb Inte- 
= reſt, ſhould not be by Law diſcourag' d. nay dil- 
abled to do any ſuch Service for the future, in a 


Country where the Papiſts are ſtill vaſtly ſuperi- 


| J or in Strength and Numbers to Proteſtants of all 


Perſwaſions, and where the Diſſeuters are allow'd 
to be half of the Proteſtants in the whole King- 


dom, and the Northren Diſſenters the moſt uni- 
ted Body of Proteſtants in it. And therefore to 


re- 


e 
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[i repeal the Sacramental Teſt is a Method of 
ll ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt liable to no 
Exception, it is a Security againſt the Papiſis 
which cannot be charg'd with the leaſt Degree or 
Appearance of Perſecution. «th 


| 
þ That learned Prelate the Biſhop of Clonfert. 
i in his excellent Sermon on the 234. of October 
lj laſt, preach'd and publiſh'd by Order of the 
0 Hos or Logps, fully repreſents the dangerous 


[il Circumſtances of the Proteſtant Intereſt in this 
tt 15 Kingdom from the preſent State of the Papiſis 
Ii init. Having prov'd that the Roman Catholicks 
lf now have the /me Principles in Religion and 
0 Government, which in their Forefathers produc'd 
fil the Rebellions of 1641 and 1688, and having 
10 anſwer' d the plauſible Argument for a Change of 
0 their Principles from their /ate famous Addreſs 
to his preſent Majeſty, he ſays, p 17. This 1 
ö ſcruple not thus publickly to affirm, that if a 
0 full and impartial Inquiry be now made into the 
i « preſent State of Poperyin Ireland, *twill too 
a « plainly appear that all the Laws which have 
1 from time to time for above forty Years been 
made for that end, have neither leſſen'd the 
Number, nor broken the Power of the Papi ſis 1 
among us: But both continue at this Day ſo [ 
great, that if at any time ſince the Re- 
evolution, they were dangerous to the Pro- 
lj teſtant Settlement, they are ſo at this Day.” 1 
10 His Lordſhip farther obſerves, p. 18. that if ñ 
| | former Rebellions have been contriv'd, pro- 
moted, and carried on by Romisn ECLESIAAas-„ 
* TICKS, as our Laws declare, and our Hiſtories 
atteſt; There are not wanting at this Day 8 * 
* Ya 
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vaſt Multitude of them to work up the ill Diſpo- 
ſitions and Principles of the People to anew one. 
Again p. 19, and 20. If theſe Romiſh Eecle- 
ſiaſticks were only ſuch, and in ſuch Numbers 
as are neceſſary to perform Divine Offices a- 
mong the deluded People; *twould perhaps be 
= < reaſonable-to Jet them paſs without Oblerya- 
tion. Bur, nnn 
When their Number is vaſtly greater than 
any one can pretend to be neceſſary for theſe 
& < Ends, ſo great as even to be burthenſome to the 
= < Pevple themſelves: When they ate genetal- 
ly of the worſt kind, Regulars, Menunder 
the more immediate Influence of the Pope. and 
ſworn to him: When they, as well as Reli- 
gious of the other Sex, are ſettled in Frater- 
nities and Nunneries in the Chief Towns and 
Villages, and at or near the Sight of the old Mo- 
- = naſteries, and there atleaſt, appear in the Ha- 
bits of their ſeveral Orders: When beſides 
\ = <« thele, there are Popiſh Archbiſhops, and Bi- 
ſhops more in Number, and as well known as 
t the Proteſtant ones: When : tis notorious that 
they keep up a Regular jurisdiction, have their 
Appeals to Rome, and very probably at ſome 
Seaſons, a Nuncio, or Legatè from thence to 
Superintend their Affairs: When the Roman 
Catholicks affect to be open and publick iu the 
Exerciſe of their Religion, erect pompous 
Mafs-houſes in the moſt conſpicuous Places of 
great Cities, and adorn them with all the ex- 
8 Pageantty preſcrib'd or countenanc'd 
y their abſurd Superſtition: When ' tis further 
obſer v' d, that their Wealth and Power increaſe. 
BEV. C that 
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that their Influence is greatly felt in ſome parts 
of the Kingdom, and that it begins to appear 
in others, where till of late tas hardly ſuſ- 
pected: When this is the true preſent State of 
Things, Who, who that has a juſt Regard for 


the Proteſtant Religion, for His Majeſty's Per- 


* ſon and Government, or for our preſent happy 
settlement under it, can at ſuch a Juncture a- 
void thinking a little ſeriouſly, Whither all this 
* tends, and what may poſſibly one Day be the 


End thereof? 


And in the Concluſion, * Since the a- 
* yow'd Principles of the Church of Rome 
are really dangerous to our preſent Set- 
* tlement, and the publick Peace; the great 
Law of ſelf-preſervation directs and empowers 
us to uſe proper means to ſecure our felvesa- 
* gainſt them; and having inthe ſame paragraph 
mention'd ſome particulars, before more largely 
inſiſted on, he concludes in theſe Words, It 
becomes us to be always on our Guard, care- 
fully to obſerve every conſiderable Increaſe of 
* their Wealth and Power, nay ] to take ſtrict 
Notice of all uncommon and dangerous A 


« pearances, leſt the continued Influence of thele, 


bad Principles, working ſecretly with other 
* Cauſes of Diſſatis faction and Uneaſineſs, may 
in time produce the greateſt Evils, and again 

involve this Nation in Blood and Confuſion”. 
Since the Caſe is {i we may be aſſured a 
Perion of his Penetration ahd Prudence would 
not ſuggeſt ſuch things without ſufficientGround, 
I leave it in Judgment with his Lordſhip, - and 
with eycry one whois well affected to the 150 
| tcltant 
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| reſtant and Britiſb Intereſt in Ireland. whether 


any Expedient be more unexceptionable, or more 
naturally offers it ſelf than the encouraging of 
Proteſtant Diſenters, by taking off their legal 
Incapacity for public Service; ſince their Beha- 
viour for ſo long a time, particularly in everx 
critical Juncture, and all Dangers which threat- 
ned the Nation from the Attempts of Papiſir, 
has undeniably prov'd their hearty Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion and their Country, and ſince 
their Intereſt in thete moſt important points is in- 


4 ſeparable from that of the Effabliſh d Church. 


The Truth is the Impoſition of the Te, and 


Continuing it, in ſuch a State of the Kingdom, 


appears at firſt Sight ſo great an Abſurdity in Po- 
liticks as can neyer be accounred for, unleſs there 


be, in other reſpects, ſome very urgent Neceſſt- 


ty for it. But I doubt ſuch a Neceſſity can never 


be demonſtrated, and that if the Foundation of 


excluſive Laws, on account of religious Differ- 
ences, which do not affect the Peace and Iutereſt 


of Civil Societies asſuch, be impartially enqui- 
red into, they will appear to be as indefenſible in 
7 . of Juſtice as of Policy. Seme Gentlemen 


eem to have fallen into this way of Thinking. 


without examining very carefully the Grounds of 
their Opinion, that appropriating places of Truſt 


and Civil Power to the Members of theEſtabliſh'd 
Church, is a Prerogative which belongs tothe 
Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhmenr ir ſelf; for the Inte- 
reſts of the Church and State are inſeparably in- 
terwoven, the Church being an eſſential part of 


the Conſtitution ; and tho conſcientious Non 
2: conformiſts/are to be treated with Indulgence, 


ſtill they ought to remember they are in an infe- 
: C2 rior 


that is, with the Force off the: Civil: Society, 


(20) 
rior Condition, and it were Arrogance in them 
to hope they ſhould be on a Level with Church- 

men. But if theſe Gentlemen would give them 
ſelves leave calmly to conſider this Matter, if 2 
they would lay aſide the Prejudices which may | 
ariſe from Party Zeal, and the Honour and Plea- 
Jure of having Places of Profit and Marks; of E- 
ſteem confin'd to thoſe of their own Denomina- 
tion, if they would examine impartially the true 
Intereſt of the Nation, and the Intereſt and De- 
ſign of Chriſtianity together with the peculiari- 
ries of the Church Eſtabliſhment, and how far 


” ©, a> 


calmly conſider all this, it's bene tho pojur 
before us, would appear to them: in 4. different 


the following Queries to their ſerious Conſidera- 
tion. 8 3 : 3 1 


and Men's aſſociating under it be not founded on 
the, Light of Nature, antecedent to, and inde. 
pendent on any divine Revelariqm ?. and whe- 
ther the proper and immediate End of Civil Go- 
vernment be not the common Safety and Happi- 
neſs of thoſe who are united under it, conſidered 
only as rational and ſocial Creatures in this 
World ? and conſequently whether:thoſe who 
are entruſted with the ſupreme Qtyſt G vernment. 


ougnht not to uſe it wholly and ſolely:fot that mo, | 
and whether they ought not to countenance and 
* © 1 D oF en- 


= 


() 


encourage all the Subjects in performing Service 
to the Public; without, any other Diſtinction in 
the Choice than what ari es from the Difference 
of their Capacities and pr good Affoctions 
to the Society? \.. 
Quexy II. Whether the Chriſtian Religion his 
made any Changein this Matter? If it has dire», 
cted Men to unite on different F qundations and 
with different Views from war the Light and 
Law of Nature dictates? One who reads che Go- 
ſpel of. Zeſs Chriſt without rep eflion;.:and. 
is refoly'd to form his N it, would think 
it leaves the State of F and Common- 
wealths juſt as it found them, that it does not 
meddle with ſuch Affairs, any otherwiſe than 
it does with all the Relations and Offices of ſo- 
cial human Life, that is to exalt and improve the 
Springs of Action in the Minds of Men, and 
to enforce from a Regard ta God and the Motives 
of another World, what Reaſon had before pre- 
ſcribꝰd as fit and right; but, chat it does not alter 
the Foundations of Civil Society, or make any 
new Conditions of, Government. When Chriſ- 
tianity firſt appeared i in the World, it was repre- 
ſented by it's Adverſaries as dangerous to the 
public Peace, everſive of the juſt Authority ot 
Kings, and the Privileges of Subjects; and in- 
deed it would be ſo, if the Meaſures of Civil 
Power and Subjection vices {et on another Foot, 
if Princes were to govern by other Maxims, and 
the Title of Subjects to the Privileges of the 
State, did depend on different Conditions from 
what they did before. What Civil Government 
han bear the introducing a new Scheme "hol hich 
ould _ 


(6223 
ſhould intirely unhinge it's ancient original Con- 
ſtitution, give a new direction to it's Force and 
appoint the diſtribution of it's Rewards and 
Puniſhments, not according to the Services done 
to, or the Treſpaſſes committed againſt the Poli- 
tical Society, but according to novel Opini- 
ons and Practices, which, whether right or 
wrong, had no relation to it's Intereſts. But 
the Cafe is really quite otherwiſe, for tho' the 
Author ot our holy Religion ſet up a Kingdom. 
yet himſelf declares it was not of this World, 
not govern'd by the Maxims of Worldly Policy, 
nor it's Laws enforc'd by Worldly Sanctions. 
He did not appoint that embracing the Doctrines 
of his Goſpel, and conforming to the Inſtirati- 
ons preſcrib'd in it, ſhould entitle fome Men to 
the Rewards, Preferments, and Honours of Ci- 
vil Society, and rejecting them, ſhould expoſe 
others to outward Penalties, Incapacities and 
Reproach, much leſs that ſuch Diſtinctions 
ſhould be made in the external Condition of 
Men, by the different Senſes in which the par- 
ticular Declarations of his Word might be un- 
derſtood by his profeſt Diſciples, or the different 
Ceremonies and Modes of Worthip which might 
be uſed among them. Thoſe who plead for the 
Sacramental Teſt and other excluſive Laws like 
it, proceed, in their reaſonings, on different 
grounds. In general, they pretend that ſuch 
Laws are neceſſary for the ſafety of the Public, 
comprehending the Church and the ate, or 
the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Eftabliſhment : 
But in explaining the incorporation of the 
Church with the State, and the neceſſity of 

ſecuring 


(23) 
ſecuring the former as well as the latter, by a 
legal excluſion of all who are diſaffected to it, 
they divide from each other, nay the fame Au- 
thor from * himſelf. Sometimes the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Conſtitution is repreſented as deſign'd for 
Political Ends, that is, for preſervi licOr- 
der and Peace, and therefore it m ſubject 
to ſuch regulations as the ſupreme Governors 
jhall think fit, to make it agree with the Intereſts 
and Views of the Civil Community: At other 
times that ſame Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution is con- 
tended for, as the Religion which the Nation 
received, as delivered by CHRIST and hir 
Apoſtles. It is impoſſible to reconcile theſe 
Notions, as they are applied to the fame Purpoſe, 
vi. to gi the neceſſit 0 {ſecuring a 
Church, by incapacitati for Civil Employ- 
ments Nb Ca Cas to fome = [AM 
Uſages, as a Teſt of affection to it. The for- 
mer, it's plain, leaves Civil Governors at Liber- 
ty to alter, amend and regulate the Church 
-onſtiturion and the Securities thereof, as they 
ſnall judge moſt expedient for the Safety and 
Peace of the State; the other binds them down 
to the preſent Model as unalterable, by the ſu- 
perior facred Authority of CHRIST, and to — 
weaken the Securities of the Eceleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment is, according to that Scheme, to hurt 
the Intereſts of Chriſtianity. But however in- I 
conſiſtent theſe Principles be, as the Founda- 4 
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N 
tions of the Jacramental Teſt, or any other 
Securities to the Church of a parallel Nature, 
we may conſider them ſeverally with a View to 
the preſent Argument, and how far either of 
them does juſtify or require the 9 
the Act in force, for the excluſion of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters from all Places of public Truſt. And 
therefore to proceed, I propose 
Query III. Suppoſing that the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution depends on the Civil Policy, and 
is ſubject to ſuch Alterations in its Form and Se- 
curities as the Intereſt of the State may require, 
whether receiving the Sacrament according to 
the Uſage of the Church of Irelaud be realona- 
bly andjuſtly made a qualification for Civil Em- 
loyments, and whether it's being made ſuch a 
pal qualification, tends to promote the Intereſt 
of the State? If it be not ſo, but on the con- 
trary hurt ful, then according to this Suppoſition, 
that the Church- Conſtitution and it's Securities 
are ſubordinated to the State, it ought to be re- 
peal'd. To juſtify the Te/t upon this Principle, 
it ſhould appear to have ſome connexion with 
the public good, that is, that a Man's conform- 
ing to it is an Evidence of his better Capacity 
or his better Diſpoſition to ſerve his Country, 
than the contrary. But it will be difficult to 
thew that receiving the Sacrament according to 
the Mode of the E/tabliſh'd Church, rather 
than that of the Proteſtant Dzſenters, is a ſub- 
ſtantial Proof of greater fitneſs to ſerve the 
Government, for Example, in the Station of a 
Magiſtrate or a Military Officer. If it be a- 
ledg'd that receiving the Sacrament according 
' to 


my 


(25) 
to the Uſage of the Church of Jrelaud is a Marx 
of Affection to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution 
eſtabliſd by the State, and conſequently, of a 
Regard to the public Order and Peace, the Pre- 
fervation of which was intended by that Eſta, 
bliſnment: I anſwer firſt that the learned Biſhop 
of Salisbury, in his Book entitled The Common 
Rights of Subjects Defended, has fully ſhown _ 
both from Reaſon and Experience, that the | 
Sacramental Teſt never had in it ſelf, non ever 
was ſuppoſed either by Conformiſts o Noncon- 
formiſts 20 haue any manner of relation t 4 
Man's inward Affection to the Eceleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution ; aud therefore could vot be appoin- 
ted for that end. It was originally deſign d. 
in England, for excluding Papiſte, whom their 
Head and Leaders would not allow to hold Com- 
munion, in the Sacraments, with the Proteſtant 
Churches, which they declared to be no Chri- 
ſtian Churches. But however it be applied, that 
excellent Author demonſtrates (and indeed it 
muſt appear very obviouſly to any attentive Per- 
ſon) that it cannot reaſonably be accounted an 
Evidence of a Man's approving the whole Con- 
ſtitution of the Church (of the greateſt Part 
whereof, he may be ignorant;)-nay nor ſo much | 
as his eſteeming the eſtabliſh'd Form of admini- 
ſtring the Sacrament, preferable to the Manner of 
the Diſſenters, but barely that he judges it law- 
ful: And therefore if the Sacramental Teſt be 
intended as a Proof of Affection to the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, it is very ill choſen for that Purpoſe. But 
Secondly, Suppoſing that receiving the Com- 
munion with the Eſtabliſf'd Church were a mark + 
D of 
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of Affection to, or Approbation of the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Conſtitution, which in this Caſe, can 

ean no more than the Form of Church Govern- 
ment and the Ceremonies, the Points in differ- 
ence between the Church and Dzſenters ; ſtill 
the Queſtion remains wat relation that has to 
the Intereſt of the Civil Society; may not he 
who diſapproves ſome ceremonial Parts of the 


| Conſtitution, and therefore is led by his Conſci- 


ence to fix his Communion with another Church 
not Eſtabliſh'd, be as good a Subje and as well 
diſpos'd to do Service to the Public as he that ap- 
proves it all? and therefore ſuppoſing the Sacra- 
mental Teſt to be ſome kind of Security to the 
Church, that is, to the eſtabliſh'd Forms and Ce- 
remonies, and certainly it is contended for only 
as ſuch; is it a Security which it becomes the 


Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Nation to continue, 


under the Pretence of it's being for the Advan- 
tage of the State, when it is really to the Preju- 
dice of the State, by incapacitating a great many 
for it's Service, who are as well affected to it's In- 
tereſts as any of their Fellow Subjects, and by 
infringing their otherwiſe indiſputable Rights? 
That poor Pretence that Places of Truſt and 
Profit are not the Rights of any particular Men, 
and therefore the Diſſenters are not deprived 
of their Rights by beingexcluded from them; that 
Pretence, I ſay. would ſcarce be worth taking no- 
tice of, were it not that it has been inſiſted on 
by Men of very good Senſe, which ſhows how 
far Prejudice, and particularly the Zeal of a Par- 
ty will biaſs the minds even ot the Wiſe Strange! 


that ſo obvious a Diſtinction does not occur, as 
that 


*(2) 
that between the actual Poſſeſſion of a Place 
and a legal Capacity of it. To the former no 
Man has a Right till he be choſen or appointed by 
ſuch as have a proper Authority, to the latter eve · 
Subject bas a right unleſs he forfeits it by a 
rime. A parallel caſe will make this very plain. 
Particular Gentlemen of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
ſuppoſe for Example, Lawyers or Clergymen, 
have no Right to the Office of a Judge or a Biſhop, 
unleſs legally appointed: but if any of them 
ſhould be declared uncapable of ſuch Promotions 
an expreſs Law; I believe they would think 
_ themſelves deprived of their Rights, and very 
much injured, unleſs they were guilty of ſome 
Offence which deferv*d ſuch a Pamſhment. © 
Query IV. If the Sarramental Teſt is to be 
conſidered as a Defence of the Religion deliver- 


ed by CHRIST, how does it anſwer that end? If 


by the Religion of Carisr we mean that which 
is contain'd in the New Teſtament, acknow- 
ledg'd by all Proteſtants to be the only perfect 
Rule of Chriſtianity, does it depend upon, or 
was it deſign'd by it's Author to be recommended 
and ſupported by Human Laws ? Any onewho 
impartially reads the Goſpel, would think that 
it's main Intention is to enforce the Duties it 
ſcribes, ſumm'd up in univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
from a Regard to Gop and Jesus Chnisr, and 
from the Motives of another World, or that he 
Endof it is Virtue and Charity out of a pure 
Heart and a good Conſtience and Faith unfeign- 
ed. How can Human Laws contribute to this? 
all the Intention and Effect of them is only to 
produce outward Profeſſions and outward Acts - | 
1 D 2 an 
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and ſo far as theſe Profeſſions and Acts are influ · 
enc'd by a Regard to Human, Laws, ſo far they 
are defective in Chriſtian Sincèrity. If in all the 
Actions which Chriſtianity enjoins or is ſuppoſed 
to enjoin, it be abſolutely neceſſary to ourSinceri- 
ty and Acceptance that we ſee them founded on 
the New Teſtament,; then it is alſo neceſſary 
that every Man be left at liberty to ſearch and 
to judge for himfelf : But in controverted 
Points, and a diverſity of Ulages, concerning 
which, Chriſtians are divided in their Opinions, 
to determine one by Human Authority, and en- 
force it by the Penalty of excluding all from 
Civil Employments who do not comply, is a 
violation of that Liberty, and conſequently, it 
ſo far tends not to defend and promote true and 


ſincere Religion, but the contrary. 


Beſides, we ought to conſider the Matters 
which the, Sacramentat Teſt is intended to de- 
fend. and is only, in any Senſe capable of de · 
fending, and of what Importance they are to 
Chriſtianity. Whatever other Things the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution may contain, the only 
Points wherein the preſent Queſtion is concern d, 
are the Points in difference between the Eſta- 
bhliſb'd Church and Diſſenters, becauſe in theſe 
only the Sacramental Teſt can be pretended to 
be a Defence of the Conſtitution - againſt, the 
Dzſenters. No one can alledge it defends the 
New Teſtament and the liberty of Chriſtians. to 
ſearch it impartially, and conform their Practice 
to it, according to the beſt Judgment they can 
make of it's true meaning. Thele are Rites 
which concern the very Eſſence of nnn, ; 
50 | ut 
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but it cannot be pretended that the Diſſenters in» 
vade them, or yo the acramental Teſt ſecures 
them againſt Force and Violence. But if it be 
the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, the ſuperiority of 
Biſhops above Presbyters, the Juriſdiction of 
the Spiritual Courts, the Veſtments and Holy- 
days, the Forms of Prayer centain d in the Li- 
turgy, the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and 
kneeling at receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper: If theſe and ſuch as theſe, be 
the Points which the Sacramental Teſt: can only 
be ſuppoſed to ſecure, the i is of what 
Moment they are in the Chriſtian Religion or to 
the Deſigns of the Goſpel? Is a Man the better 
Chriſtian for his approving or W them 
in his Opinion, or for doing or forbearing them 
in Practice, and may we not apply to this Cale 
as Parallel what St. Paul ſays of Meat, 1 Cor. 
8. 8. Meat commendeth us not to Cod, for nei- 
ther if we eat are we the better, neither if 
we eat not are wetheworſe?. 

Query V. Whether the Papiſh Church of 
Ireland was not once as much a Part of the 
Conſtitution, as the Proteſtant Church of Ire- 
land is now 7 If it was, can any reaſon be giv'n 
why it ſhould not have been ſecured, and why 
the Popiſh Churches eſtabliſ d in France, in 
Spain and Italy, ſhould not now be ſecured in 
the ſame Manner, that is, by Acts excluding all 
Monconfurmiſis (32. e. all Ptoteſtants) from 
Places of Power and Truſt under the Civil Go- 
vernment ? This Point is ſet in a clear and ſtro 
Light by the Biſhop of Farum in the Book be- 
fore mentioned, whoſe Words I ſhalb tranſcribe, 


only 
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only putting Ireland for England, and leaving 
out a very few Words which peculiarly relate to 
the Book he was anſwering, p. 210. If the 


6 
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Eſtabliſh'd Church of a Clary be the State 
or a Parr of the Civil Conſtitution ; or, if the 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of a Country be 
the Government, or Part of the Public, in 
ſuch Senſe as to be juſtly defended and ſupport- 
ed upon the ſame Civil Principles, and 2 
ſame Sort of Civil Methods of Self-defence : 
If this beſo, then, this not only in the Event, 
will be applied and conſtantly made uſe of in 
all Countries equally; but with equal Truth 
and Juſtice may be made uſe of to the fame 
es every where. Theſe general Princi- 

pals of Civil Defence, turn'd to the Uſe of 
Church Self:defence, are as good, as juſt, and 
as righteous in France, or Spain, or Italy, 
as they are in Ireland; and the general Argu- 
ment drawn from them concludes as ſtrongly 
and as juſtly for all the ſame Hardſhips upon 
Nonconformiſts (that is Proteſtants) as it 
can do againſt any Nerds in Ireland. 
Forit is not drawn from any Privilege that we 
Chriſtians of our Eſtabl:fh'd Church have 
above thoſe of all other Nations, to be more 
hard and ſevere upon all Diſſenters from us, 
becauſe we have a more excellent, that is, a 
more Chriſtian Church than any others have; 
(which would infer the contrary ;) but from 
thoſe general Principles of Self-defence, 
whichare no better here, than they are every 
where ; but indeed arc equally good, and 
therefore equally to be made uſe of as a com- 
mon 


* 
non Right, by every Public, every Commu- 
nity, every Government,” and with the ſame | 
« Juſtice that they can be made aſe of in this 

entry. Hani TCO. 
lt was as righteous, . according to this Argu- 
ment for the Papiſts in all Parts, to deny to 
their Diſſenters at firſt, that is, to all who 
join'd in the Reformation, the common Rights 
of Subjects: And it is as righteous now, ac- 
cording to the ſame Argument, in Popiſh 
Countries, to deny to Proteſtauts thoſe com- 
non Rights; as it is in Ireland to deny them 
to Nonconformiſts. Now, that Reaſoning 
which defends a Prote ſtant Church by the 
ſame Principles which equally defend the 
Intereſt of all Popiſh Churches, cannot be 
« juſt, nor truly for the Intereſt, of the Proze/- 
tant Cauſe. And this therefore, I ſay, as 
one ground, upon which Proteſtants, as Pro. 
* Zeſtants, ought always to reject ite 
Theſame Author largely ſhows from p. 224, 
that the Principles which juſtify the excluſion of 
Nonconformiſts from all Civil Offices, merely - 
for their Nonconformity, will juſtify the moſt 
cruel Perſecutions that eyer have beenpraQis'd 
in the World, on the account of religious dif- 
ferences. Some of his Words are, The Prin- 
* Ciples of Civil Self-defence applied to Matters 
of Religion, or to Eceleſiaſtical Conſtituti- 
ons of 2 muſt hold equally good in the 


* 


2E 


application of them to all degrees of Oppreſ- 
ſion, or Force, or Perlecution, which are 
equally neceſſary to that def defence. There 
can be no difference made in this Caſe by any 

con- 
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(32) 
* conſideration, but that of their not being 
* xecefſary to this pin hay eng a9 And 
this Conſideration is ſo far from having any 
Place here, that their Neceſlity is as evident, 
© as it is in Caſes of Civil Self-defence. As 
therefore in civil Self. defence the higheſt De- 
« gree of Puniſhment is lawful, only becauſe it 
is neceſſary for Self-preſervation,' and, by 
that Neceſſity becomes as lawful as Impriſon- 
ment, or any leſſer degree of Puniſhment : 
So where leſſer degrees of Hardſhip. or Suffer- 
ing, or whatever it is called, are not ſufficient 
for Self. defence to any Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion of a Realm; the greateſt degrees become, 
by this Neceſſity as lawful and as juſtifiable as 
any of the tefer. Ls 2 FULL 
Our Anceſtors, at the Reformation, proceed- 
ed upon quite different grounds; their grand 
Principle was, and neceſſarily muſt be, for it 
is the very Baſis of the Reformation, that every 
Man has a right to judge for himſelf in Matters 
of Religion, and that this right ought not to be 
reſtrain'd by Acts of Parliament, by Temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments, and in Matters pure- 
ly of Religion and Conſcience, annexing world- 
ly Emoluments to fome Opinions and Uſages, 
and a depriyation of Civil Privileges to others. 
If this right might be ſo reſtrain'd, what pre- 
tence had they for acting in oppoſition to the re- 
ſtraints which were laid upon them by the Laws 
then in force ? But if they acted juſtly in defiance 
of all human reſtraints ; if the} recover'd their 
freedom with ſo great Difficulty, and maintain'd 
it with fo great Reſolution and Conſtancx, ain 
what 


* 


what Conſiſtency can it be thought, they houd 
not tranſmit the fame Freedom to their Poſteri- 
ry ; bur inſtead of it appoint for them a diſputa - 


ble Form of Church Government and Ceremo- 
ries of Worſhip, reſtraining by penal Laws their 
Liberty of examining and judging for themſelves. 
If our Reformers had choſen the Presbyterian 


Model, and rejected the Ceremonies, as ſome 


other Proteſtant Churches did; and ſome of them- 
ſelves inclin'd to do; in that caſe, would rhe 


Gentlemen of the Church of England or Ire- 


land. ſuppoſing them to think as they do now, 
that their n Conſtitution is the beſt, be of O- 
inion, that the ohen direct oppoſite Conſti- 


tutton ſhould be ſecuted by excluſive Acts of Par- 
liament: And is it not a good Rule, whatſoever 


you could that Men ſhould do to yon, do ye even 
ſo to them. This leads me to propoſe, from the 


Reaſonings of the Biſhop of Sarum on the ſame 


Subject, another Query, which immediately 
relates to the Sacramental Teſt in England, but 
any one will ſee how eaſily it may be applied to 
Ireland. for what is an apparent Abſurdity in 
the one cannot be juſtifiable in the other. 
Query VI. Whether there be not the ſame 
Reaſon for excluſive Laws, and particularly a 
Sacrameutal Teſt, to defend and ſecure the E- 


ftabliſh'd Church in North Britain, as to defend 


and ſecure the Eſtabliſh'd Church of South Bri- 
tain? The Kirk of Scotland is eſtabliſhed by 
Law, as well as the Church of England, nay, 
it is eſtabliſhed by the /ame Laws, and declared 
to be a fundamental part of the Union and un- 
alterable: It is as much a part of the Stare, the 


I Ee. 
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| Etcleſiaſtical Conſtitution of the Kingdom, in- 

| deed of the ſame e erf and therefore has a 
| Right to be defended and preferved by theſame 
4 Methods. Does not every Argument which 
| can be pleaded for the one, equally hold for the 
other? why ſhould not the Principles of civil 

| Self- defence, and a Right in the Public to pre- 
ſerve it ſelf againſt all who are diſaffected to it, 
| and particularly all who are diſaffected to the 
4 State Church as a part of the Public, be appli- 
cd in Scotland as well as iu England? Do the 
Gentlemen of the Church of England reaſona- 
bly think that they ought to provide againſt a pro- 
bable Danger to their Apoſtolical Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution, by excluding from all Places of 
Power and Truſt, the Presbyterians who are 
its profeſt Enemies ; and may not the Gentlemen 
of the Kir of Scotland as juſtly think that they 
have a right to provide againſt Danger to their 
Feriptural Conſtitution, by excluding from Of- 
fices of Truſt under the Government, Ep#/to- 
al Men who zealouſly contend for another 
Scheme as the Religion delivered by Chriſt, who 
in former times found means to overturn the 
K:irk, and when the Power was in their Hands, 
cruelly perſecuted the Presbyterians. The 
Tendency and Deſign of this Reaſoning is, not 
to ſhow that a Sacramental Teſt, or ſome ſuch 
Security ought to be enacted for the Presbyteri- 
au Church in Scotlaud. as well as for the Epiſco- 
pal Church in Euglaud; but indeed that no ſuch 
thing ought to be in either, and that the Princi- 
ples cannot be juſt, which by a natural Conſe- 
quence eſtabliſh Contradictions, and deſtroy on 
one {ide of the Tweed what they build on the 
other, 
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other. Can the Safety of the /ame Sate, the 
fame Public, the ſame Kingdom, or the Safety 
of the Religion delivered by Chriſt, require that 
for the very /ame Opinions and Practices, Men 
ſhould be rewarded in one part of the united King 
dom, and puniſhed in the other? | | 
Query VII. Whether the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper appointed by him ſolely for the 
Commemoration of his Death, be a proper In- 
ſtrument and Means of Men's poſſeſſing Civil 
Offices, together with the Honours and Profits. 
annex'd to them, of making a diſtinction among 
Subjects with reſpect to the Favours of the Ci- 
vil Government, of excluding ſome Chriſtians 
who ſcruple a particular Manner of receiving the 
Sacrament from all Civil Employments, and 
confining them to others; and whether this be 
not a cry ing Profanation and Abuſe of that holy 
Inſtitution, by debaſing it into an Engine of 
State, and a Political Tool? If the nature of 
the Sacrament directs Men to make this ule f 
it; if it appears by the original Inſtitution that 
the bleſſed Author, the Jr proper Judge, ap- 
pointed it for ſuch a purpoſe, or if he has given 
us any reaſon to believe it was his Deſign that 
Men ſhould appoint it to be an Inlet to worldly 
Preferment; if there be no other proper and ef- 
fectual Inſtrument of conveying Civil Offices 
with the Profits belonging to them; if thoſe 
Things be ſo, then the Sacramental Teſt is right, 
the Abuſes conſequent upon it, are only accident- 
al, and no good Argument can be drawn from them 
for the repeal of it: But if every one of thoſe 
Suppoſitions is evidently falſe, and the contrary 
. true, 
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true, then the bad Conſequences may be juſtly 
charg'd as the natural Effects of the Impoſition 
it ſelt, and are a ſtrong Argument for taking a- 
way what is the direct occaſion of profaning a 
ſacred Inſtitution of Feſizs Chriſt. It is cer- 
tain that Couformiſta themſelves are thereby led, 
at leaſt ſtrongly tempted to receive that holy 


Ordinance for Ends and Purpoſes different from, 


nay contrary to, thoſe for which CHhriſt appoint- 
ed it to be received. The Deſign of the Inſtitu- 
tion, as our LoRD himſelf expreſly declares, 
was this alone, that Chriſtians ſhould ſeriouſly 
and affectionately remember his Death; the 
Teſt Act enjoins the fame outward Actions of 
cating Bread and drinking Wine at the LorD's 
Table, to be uſed as a Qualification for the Pla- 
ces and Emoluments of this World: Now theſe 
are purpoſes as oppoſite as Concerns Spiritual and 
Temporal, of this and of the other World, can 
be. It's true the Act does not forbid Men, in 
receiving the Sacrament as a Qualification for 
Offices, to remember Chr:/”s Death, but it re- 
rms them to do it with other Views at-the 
ame time, which is it ſelf a profanation. It it 
be alledg'd that it relates only to the outward 
Act and leaves Men's Minds at liberty to be em- 
ploy'd in proper devout Meditations : Still it is 
at leaſt, a very natural occaſion of mixing world- 
ly Views with their Devotion; mult it not be 
difficult for any Man in ſuch Circumſtances, to 
abſtract from thoſe worldly Views, to receive 
the Sacrament at a certain time which the Law 
requires, within three Monrhs after entering on 
the execution of his Civil Office, (his doing it 

either 
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eicher ſooner or later will not anſwer the End,) 
and in the Manner which the Law directs, ſo as 
to make legal Proof of his having received with - 
in the limited time; muſt it not, I ſay, be diffi- 


cult for him to do this without deſigning to do it. 


or to act deliberately in purſuance of the legal 
Injunction, and knowing the importance of his 
Action to his Civil Intereſt, without having that 
legal Injunction and his Civil Intereſt, that is, 
worldly Views in his Thoughts; in other Words, 
to obey the Law without intending to obey it? 
And the very intention of obeying a human Law 
for worldly Advantage in receiving the Sacra- 
ment, is a debaſing of the Sacrament, and marrs 
the religious ſincerity of the Communicant, 
which indiſpenſably requires according to the 
Deſign of our Saviour's appointment, that he 
ſhould perform that Action ſolely for religious 
Ends. But whatever the purpoſe of the Com- 
municant be, if he has learn'dfuch a Skill in ab- 
ſtracting as, for avoiding Irreligion, to baniſh out 
of his Mind all Thoughts of obeying human 
Laws, while he is obeying them, and all Conſide- 
ration of worldly Advantage, when that world- 
ly Advantage is the yery end of the moſt re- 
markable Circumſtances attending his Action, 
ſuch as the Time, and the neceſſary atteſtation 
of the Fact, which he mult take care of; yet 
it's certain that rhe intention of the Law is to 
make the Sacrament a Mark of diſtinction be- 
rween Subjects with regard to the favour of the 
Government, in order to beſtow them on ſome 
and deny them to others, and is this agreeable 
to the intention of Jesus CHRIST in infticaring 
| his 


(638) 
his Supper. And tho' it may be ſaid that the 
ſtreſs is not chiefly laid upon veceiving the Fa- 
crament as a Badge of aiftin@tion, bur upon the 
manner of receiving it according to the Oſage 
of the Eftabliſh'd Church, which not being an 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, is not liable to this Object- 
ion: That does not anſwer the Difficulty, be- 
cauſe the Sacrament it ſelf, an undoubted Inſti- 
tution of Chriſt, is ſtill taken in as a part, at 
leaſt, of the Teſt or Inſtrument of Diſtinction. 
If indeed the manner of receiving or the T/age 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church in ſo far as it is merely 
a human Appointment, were applied to any o- 
ther Action, not religious, or not inſtituted by 
Jesvs Curisr for the Purpoſes of his Religion; 


or if the manner of receiving, according to th. 


Vfage of the Church, made ſuch an Alteration 
in the Nature of the Thing, that it ſhould ceaſe 
to be the Sacrament, the Argument would loſe 
it's force. But ſince the Teſt is a manner of re- 
cerving the SACRAMENT, and fince the Vage of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church is not deſtruttive of the 
very Being of Chriſt's Inſtitution, I doubt it 
will be impoſſible to vindicate the uſe which the 
Teſt Act makes of it, from the Charge of proſ- 
tituting one of the moſt ſolemn Appointments 
of the Goſpel, intended by it's bleſſed Author 
for the perpetual remembrance of hir Love in 
obtaining eternal Redemption for us by his 
Death, to the mean unworthy purpoſe of being 
an Inſtrument of Civil and Worldly Intereſt. 
Secondly, Upon the Suppoſition already 
laid down, which appears evidently trae, that 
the Sacrament is not, in it's own Nature, or ac- 
| cording 
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cording to the Deſign of it's Author, a proper 
Inſtrument of conveying, Civil Offices, or of 
diſtinction among Civil Subjects, it follows that 
the Teſt Act is a ſnare to conſcientious Noncon- 
formiſts who ſcruple the manner of receiving 
the Sacrament according to the Uſage of the 
Eſtabliſb'd Church. There are indeed ſome 
Diſenters who practiſe occaſional Conformity 
and judge it lawful, and ſome ſuch there were in 
England, before the Teſt At# was made there 
the effect of the Act with reſpect to them, is the 
ſame as with reſpect to conſtant Conformiſts : 
But there are other Dz/enters who have conſci- 
entious Scruples againſt the manner of receiving 
uſed in the Church, and judge, at leaſt doubt, 
and the Dzſſenters in Ireland are almoſt uni- 
verſally of that Opinion, that it is unlawful: To 
make that Form which their Conſciences diſap- 
prove or doubt, the Inſtrument of their worldly 
Preferment, that is, to make the moſt important 
Conſequences to their worldly Intereſt depend 
upon their complying with it, is to lay before 
them the ſtrongeſt Temptation to act againſt their 
Conſciencies. The Rites which the Diſſenters 
{cruple are at beſt but indifferent; they are ſo 
weak as to think them ſinful: It would ſeem in 
this Caſe from the Doctrine and Practice of St. 
Paul, that the Chriſtian Law requires forbearing 
them, not lay ing ſtumbling Blocks in their way 
or Occaſions of Falling, by lay ing them under 
a Neceſſity, at leaſt violent Temptations, to act 
againſt the Perſuaſion of their own Minds. In 
a parallel caſe about which Chriſtians were divi- 
ded, rhe Lawfulnels of cating all torts of Meat 

| wWith- 
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without Diſtinction, which ſome beliey'd and 
practis'd accordingly, others were ſcrupulous 
abour ir, the Apoſtle did nor interpoſe his own 

Authority; he declares his own perſuaſion that 
nothing was unclean of it ſelf, yer lo far was 
he from impoſing that Opinion upon others, or 
a Practice contrary to their perſuaſion, while 
they remain'd unconvinc'd, that he would not 
ſo much as influence them by his Example, ra- 
ther forbearing the uſe of his Liberty, than by 
doing what he knew to be Jawful, induce any 
of his weak Brethren to do f hat in imitation of 
him which their own Conſciences condemned : 
He reſolv'd to eat no Fleſh while the World 

ſtood rather than make his Brother offend; and 
ſeverely cenſures ſome of the Corinthians who 
were Men of great Knowledge, tor an indiſcreet 
and uncharitable Ute of their Liberty, becauſe 
by their Example weak Chriſtians were embold- 
eu'dto do what their Conſciences did not allow, 
and thus (ſays he) through thy Knowledge ſhall 
the weak Brother periſh for whom Chriſt died. 
But when ye ſo ſin againſt the Brethren and 
wound their weak Conſtiences, ye ſin againſt 
Chriſt, r Cor. 8. 11, 12: Is itto be imagin'd 
that he would ever have conſented to annex tem- 
poral Functions to ſuch diſputable Points, and 
oblige, or at leaſt ſtrongly tempt, weak Chril- 
tians to agree with the //rorg in practice, ev'n 
again{t their Conſciences, by — worldly 

Rewards to their compliance, and worldly 

Diſcouragements to their Nonconformity. The 

difference between the Eſabliſb d Church and 

Diſſenters in the Point now under Wann, 

FRE 


(4) 

the manner of receiving the Lord's Supper, is 

parallel ro that among the primitive Chriſtians 

about Meats : The Matter is in it ſelf indiffe- 

rent, neither of the oppoſite Opinions or Pract- 

ices commendeth us to God, in neither of them 

does the Kingdom of God, that is, pure Chri- 

ſtianity, conſiſt, they do nor affect the Eſſence | 

of true Religion, nor indeed of that particular 4 

Chriſtian Inſtitution, the Lord's Supper. And 

therefore, if the Judgment and Deciſion of St. 

Paul may be relied on, the Interpoſition of hu- 

man Authority in this Caſe, which is done b 

the Teſt Act, by inducing the ſcrupulous Diſſen- 

ter to conform to the Ulage of the Eſtabliſn'd 

Church by the temporal Reward of Civil Poſts, 

and the Penalty of Excluſion from thoſe Poſts 

for Nonconformity, can never be reconcil'd to 

the Chriſtian Law of Charity, but is directly 

chargeable with the Guilt of laying Stumbling - 

Blocks or Occaſions of Sin, in che way of weak 

Chriſtians. | = ; 
Thirdly, Another very great Abuſe ariſing. 4 

from the Te/t AF is, that it is the natural Occaſion [ 

of profaning the Holy Sacrament, by laying 

the worſt of Men under aNeceſlity of receiving 

it, in order to their worldly Promotion. For 

Atheiſts, Infidels, and Debauchees to receive 

the Communion, continuing obſtinately in their 

Unbelief and their Wickedneſs, is the groſſeſt 

Profanation of that moſt ſolemn Part of the 

Chriſtian Worſhip that can be imagined : But, I 

lay, the Te/t Act is the natural occalion of it, 

becauſe it makes their Preferment and Gain in 

this World to depend upon it, which is their Pen. 

F an 
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and muſt be ſuppoſed with ſuch Men to prevail a- 


gainſt every other Conſideration; there is nothi 
to reſtrain them from this horrid Profanenels but 


Conſcience, and to that they have no Regard. 


To a Man who has no Fear of God in his Heart, 
who does not believe the Goſpel, nor expect a 
future Judgment, the outward Act of receiving 
the Sacrament, (which he conſiders no otherwiſe 
than as eating Bread and drinking Wine) is as in- 
different as any other Action in Life; and what 
ihould hinder his doing it, ſince it is made the 
neceſſary legal Qualification for his obtaining a 
profitable Poſt. Nor is this a groundleſs uncha- 
ritable Suppoſition; (tho' if there were no In- 
ſtances to be produc'd in Fact, it would be juſt to 
argue from it, againſt a Law naturally productive 
of ſo bad Conſequences, ſince it's far from being 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe there may be in a Chriſti- 
an Country, and even among our ſelves, Unbe- 
lievers and profligate Perſons, who may ſollicite 
for Civil Employ ments, and have Intereſt enough 
to obtain them: ) but the greateſt Advocates for 
the Teſt themſelves acknowledge, 1 have 
heard much and juſt Complaint of the Iniquity 
of Menu who have come to the Sacrament with- 
out Devotion, nay, ſometimes with * open 
Contempt of it, merely to ſatisfy the Letter 
of the Law. After ſuch an Acknowledgment 
and Complaint, which may be depended on as 
juſt, Truth having extorted it, it is aſtoniſhing that 
Chriſtians, eſpecially Chriſtian Divines, ſhould 


* Tye Dean of Chicheſter's Vindication, &c. p. 13, _ 
Ver 
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ever open their Months in defence of ſuch a 
Law, nay that they do not call for the abolition 
of it with the utmoſt importunity : A Law, 
which I do not ſay only is the Occaſion, but di- 
rectly the Cuſt of ſo great profaneneſs; for 
what can a Law be ſaid to cauſe if it be not obe- 
dience to it ſelf; now that profane receiving the 
Sacrament, or rather receiving the Bread and 
Mine in the Manner and Form 9 with- 
out Devotion, nay, withopen Contempt of it, 
is to all intents and purpoſes as truly obedience 
to the Law as the moſt worthy communicating, 
which, comprehends the inward affections and 
diſpoſitions of the Mind, bur theſe do not fall 
within the reach, nor can reaſonably be ſuppoſed 
to be the effect, nor, indeed, the intention of 
any human Law. 1 VAL 
If the reaſoning I have uſed be juſt, ir muſt 
hold equally atall times, and independently of 
all particular Circumſtances, becauſe it is built on 
theſe general and'unyariable Foundations; the Eſ- 
ſence and the very Deſign of our Civil Conſtitu- 
tion, nay ot all Civil Aſſociations, the Nature 
and Genius of Chriſtianity, the Baſis of the 
Reformation, and the original Inſtitution and 
End of the Lord's Supper. Talways think it is 
the ſureſt way of eee. Right and Truth. 
to bring a debated Point to ſome fixed and cer- 


tain Principles, and to try what connexion it has 
with, and what relation it has to them. What- 
ever appears neceſſary to the ends of Civil Soci- 
cty,and to promote the public Good, by encoura- 
ging, without partiality, all the Members of the 
Society, to exert their utmoſt Power for it's de- 
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fence : Particularly in Britain and Treland, 
whatever evidently tends to preſerve a Balance 
of Power in the Legiſlature, and a juſt Balance 


between the oppoſite Intereſts in the Kingdoms, 


ought to be allow'd by _— true Briton. 
Whatever is a juſt Conſequence from the general 
Deſign of the Goſpel, or from the particular 
Nature and End of it's inſtitutions, — the 
ſpiritual Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom and his Laws, 
which alone bind the Conſcience, which are only 
enforced by the Motives of another World, and 
only fulfill'd by Sincerity, not out ward Form, 
ſhould be aſſented to by every Chriſtian; and 
whatever appears to be fairly inferr'd from the 
eſſential Grounds of the Reformation, and ne- 
ceſſary to maintain it's Rights conſiſtently and 
uniformly, every Proteſtant ſhould readily a- 
ce to. By theſe Principles, and theſe alone, 
let the equity and reaſonableneſs of continuing 
the Sacramentat Teſt be tried; if it be conſiſt- 
ent with them, then let the Lovers of Liberty, 
of their Country, and of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on contend for it, and for impoſing yet farther 
hardſhips on the Proteſtant Dzſenters ; but if, 
on the contrary, it appears upon a fair and im- 
partial inquiry, to weaken the Cauſe of Liberty. 
and the Securities of our happy Civil Conſtitu- 
tion; if it appears inconſiſtent with the Maxims 
of Chriſtianity, the Nature and Deſign of it's 
inſtitutions, and the Right of Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants; then let every generous Patriot 
and ſincere Proteſtant declare himſelf openly 
for repealing it, and without fear or regard to 
{ Party 
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Party Intereſt, do what is proper in his Station 
in order to obtain it. | 
But the Sacramental Teſt may be conſidered 
in other Views, and with relation to more parti- 

cular Intereſts and Circumſtances, ſuch as that of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church, the Proteſtant Succeſ= 
ſion in the preſent Royal Family, the Condition 
and Conduct of the Diſenters themſelves, and 
the State of the Nation, when it was impos'd. 
and now while it continues in Force: And tho” 
there are already in the ee Pages ſome 
hints with reſpect to ſeveral of theſe eee yet 
a more particular and diſtinct Conſideration of 
them all, will give light to the Queſtion, -whe- 
ther the Te/t ought to be repealed or not. 7 
Firſt, We may enquire how it affects the Inte- 
reſt of the Eſtabliſb'd Church; and this, no 
doubt, is a matter of very great Importance. From 
this Topic the ſtrongeſt Arguments are drawn, 
for continuing the Te/?, that it is e to be 
a Security to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. 
Wbat better Security, it is ſaid, can there be 
than a legal Excluſion of all from Places of Power 
and Truſt who ſcruple Conformity to it? But 
the Force of this Reaſoning reſts on a Principle 
which is, at leaſt, very diſputable, namely, that 
the Church is beſt ſecured by weakning and leſ- 
{ening, not the Prejudices and Objections but 
the Civil Power, and legal Capacity of all who 
have conſcientious Scruples againſt her Commu- 
nion. It is indeed the Policy of this World for 
contending Parties to purſue all Advantages a- 
ainſt each other, and the ſide which happens to 


e uppermoſt never thinks it ſelf ſafe W | 
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till its Adverſaries are ſo weaken'd that no farther 
Danger is to be apprehended from their Power. 
But if the Church be at all the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and not wholly a political Faction, I doubt o- 
ther Maxims would better fit its Conſtitution. 
One would think that the Intereſts of the Church 
and of Religion ſhould, at leaſt, not be alroge- 
ther ſo incompatible, that the Defence and Pro- 
tion of the one muſt be the Ruin of the o- 
ther. Now it's certain that Religion can never be 
propagated by Force; but without Force, this 
Argument ſuppoſes the Church muſt be deſtroy'd. 
The Gentlemen who argue thus for the Security 

of the Church from what is called the Princi 
of Civil Self-defence, ought to conſider (tho 
they ſeem often to forget it) whither their Argu- 
ment tends ; and that, as I obfery'd before from 
the learned Biſhop of Sarum, ir will juſtify the 
moſt cruel Perſecution on account of religious 
Differences. Wherever there is ſuch a Right of 
Sel defence, there is a Right to all the Methods 
which are neceſſary to it; if leſſer Penalties are 
found inſufficient for the Preſervation of the 
State, greater Puniſhments are juſt, till, 2h¹%e Ne- 
ceſſity ſtill urging, the greateſt are righteouſſy 
inflicted. If then the tate Church has the ſame 
Right of Self-prefervation, when moderate hard- 
ſhips on Nonconformiſts are found ineffectual, 
ſuch as Excluſion from all Civil Poſts ; ſhe has 
by the ſame Reaſoning, that is by urgent Neceſ- 
firy a Right to uſe the greater Severities of Im- 
priſonment, the Gallies, Dragooning and the 
Inquiſition. Now, in the Name of all that ever 
was called Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm, oy 
theſe 


V, 


1 


(47) 
theſe the oper Methods to ſecure a Chriſtian 
and Proteſtant Church ? THEE | 
There are two ways of treating Men in order 
to be ſecur d againſt any harm from them; the 
one is Kindneſs and Perſuaſion, the other Force 
and Defiance; the laſt, Civil Societies are o- 
blidg'd to have recourſe to, and indeed without 
having it always in their Power, and uſing it | 
ſometimes, they cannot ſubſiſt; the former, 
Humanity as well as Religion recommends where 
it is ſafe and will anſwer the End. Now the 
Queſtion is, whether treating the Diſſenters 
ſoftly, allowing them the full Poſſeſſion of their 
Civil Rights in common with their fellow Sub- 
jets, and delivering them from ſuch an irritating 
Brand of Intamy, would not be more effect 
to prevent any Danger to the Church from them 
than the preſent incapacity they are under by the 
Teſt Act; or in other Words, whether the 
Church be ſafer by their Affection and Friend- 
ſhip, or by their Weakneſs? The Diſſenters 
have theſame Sentiments of Humanity and the 
ſame Diſpoſitions with the reſt of Mankind ;. 
they are won, like others, by Kindneſs ; their 
Reſentments are provok'd by ill Uſage. Is it 
not likely their Prejudices againſt the Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Eſtabliſhment would abate rather than in- 
creaſe, and that they would be leſs inclin'd to 
lay hold on any opportunity that ſhould offer of 
meditating a change, at leaſt by Force and Vio- 
lence, if they found themſelves eaſy under it, 
and that they were treated with Moderation and | 
Clemency ? The Effects which the Toleration | 
has had upon their Temper and upon the Security W 
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and Intereſt of the Efabliſb dd Church, ſhow 
whether the Methods of Lenity towards them, 
or of Severity be the beſt. The Penal Laws againſt 
«Nonconformiſts were made for the Security 
of the Church, and yet experience convinc'd 
the Legiſlature it ſelf, that they were grie vous 
to the F ubect, a weakning the Proreſiant In- 
tereſt, an Encouragement to Popery, aud dau- 
gerous tothe Peace of the Kingdom ; for which 
Reaſons they were repeal'd. What has been the 
Conſequence? juſt what might be expected from 
io wiſe and good a Law; the public Peace is bet- 
ter ſecur d. Popery diſcourag d, the Proteſtant 
Intereſt ſtrengrhen'd, the Church her ſelf more 
ſecure by herlndulgence, or rather the Indulgence 
of the Legiſlature : And it is certain in Fact that 
the Dzſſenters are better reconcil'd to her Com- 
munion, and more of them have actually come 
over to it, than ever were prevail'd with, by 
Perſecution. It is very likely that if the Sacra- 
mental Teſt, the great remaining Grievance and 
invidious Mark of Diſtinction were taken away, 
there would be ſtill a nearer Coalition of Prote- 
ſtants, a firmer Union of their Affections, and 
thereby the Church render'd more ſafe in the 


unenvied Poſſeſſion of all her legal Rights. 


Shall it be ſaid that the Church of England 
was once overturn'd, and with it the Monarchy, 
by ſome diſaffected Perſons getting Power into 
their Hands, and therefore it is reaſonable: to 
provide againſt the like __ for the future, by 
taking care that no ſuch Perſons ſhall be entruſted _ 
with Power? this Argument will be eaſily an- 
ſwered by conſidering the Confuſions of that 

un- 
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N period it refers to with the Cauſes of 


them, both in their Commencement and in their 


Progreſs and Conſummation. Every body knows 


that the War againſt K. Charles 1. was begun, 
and for a conſiderable time carried on by the 
Long Parliament; and that the Cauſes of it 
were, the Oppreſſions which the Nation had 
long groaned under, whereof no Redreſs could 

be Pad in a legal way, the illegal and arbitrary 
Proceedings of the Court and it's Miniſters, and 


dangerous Innovations in Religion tending to 


Popery, as well as Uſurpations upon Ciuil Li- 
berty and Property. In all theſe Evils many 
Eccleſiaſticks of that Time had a great Share, 
which rendered the Mitre as well as the Crown 
very obnoxious to the Generality of the People. 


But if that was unjuſtly begun on the Parlia- 
ment's part, on whom is the Injuſtice to be 


charg'd ? not on the Diſſenters ſurely, for it's 
well know there were few of them in the Par- 
liament: No Man of common Senſe and Can- 
dour will ſay that the Commencement of the War 


was owing to their Capacity of holding Places of 


Power and Truſt under the King; and if ſo, how 
can an Argument be drawn from it for incapacita · 
ting their Succeſſors to hold any ſuch Places, 
During the Progrels, and in the Event of that 
War, great Changes happen'd; the Conſtitut ion 
both in Church and State was overturn'd. . But 
to what Cauſe muſt all this be attributed? not to 
the Diſſenters being legally capable of Civil 
Offices; but ſome Perſons taking hold of the 
diſtracted State of the Nation as the proper Op- 
portunity which did, and indeed the ohly one 
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which could preſent it ſelf, | ſeiz'd the ſupreme 
Power and aboliſh'd both the Regal and Eccleſe- 
aſtical Authority, which they were therefore 
able to accomplith, becauſe the grievous Abuſe 
of both, had diſpos d the People to comply with 
that, otherwiſe impracticable, Scheme. 

Upon the whole, it appears that the true In- 
ference from the Hiſtory of the Civil Mars, and 
the fatal Caraſtrophe of K Charles the firſt and 
the Church is, not that the Dzfenters ſhould 
be oppreſs d and deprivy'd of the Common Rights 
of Subjects, but that all poſſible Precautions 
ſhould be taken againſt illegal and arbitrary Mea- 
ſures, againſt all Attempts to exalr the Preroga- 
tive above the Laws, againſt the Influence of 
the Clergy to forward and ſucceed fachAttempts, 
and the ſtrong Temptations which their Depen- 
dance on the Crown lays them under, to uſe their 
Influence for that end. tor theſe were the real 
and immediate Cauſes of former Diforders : Let 
any one judge whether to prevent ſuch Evils, and 
the Miſchiefs Which may ariſe from them, the 
abridging of the Di /enters Liberty and Capaci- 
ty of public Ulefulneſs by the Sacramental Teſt, 
be a proper Expedient. I do not intend to inſi. 
nũate the leaſt Reflection on the preſent Admini- 
ſlratiou as if any Dangers were to be apprehended 
from it, like thoſe of K. Charles the firſt's Reign. 
As the late King George of glorious Memory, 
and his preſent Majeſty ſucceeded to the Throne 
upon a Foundation directly oppoſite to that of 
Arbitrary Power, 1 hope it may be ſaid upon 
it's Ruins; 1 am perſuaded that the Proteſtant 
Intereſt and Liberty in all the Britiſh Domini- 

ons, 
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ons. were never better ſecur'd (ſo far from being 
| endanger'd) by any Government than theinss = 
nor do intend to reflect on the Clergy, particu- 
larly the preſent Set of Biſhops in England and 
I Ielaud, many of whom have ſhow'd the moſt 
eminent Zceal for our Happy Civil Conſtitution. 
and the Principles of the Reformation, and for 
both, ſome of them have been the ableſt Advo- 
cates that any Age could ever boaſt of: But as | 
| the Argument before us is drawn from Facts | 
long ago paſt, the Tendency of it is to a Provi- 1 
| ſion againl} Dangers which are not preſent; and | 
ſince the Mistortunes of former Times muſt be | 
brought into Conſideration, it eannot be unrea+ 3 
ſonable to ſhow. which are, and which are not, | 
the true Precautions. tor the public Safety natu- 
rally ariſing from them; nor do l at all doubt but | 
My Lords the Biſhops are as ſenſible as any Men, | 
that lome of their own Order and of the-inferi- | 
or Clergy had a very active hand in bringing on 
the Calamities of the Civil War, ſtill furiouſly 
intent on the Perſecution of Dyfſenters as a ne- 
ceſſary part of their deſtructive Schemes; and 
that, ſince themſelves are engag'd in a contrary 
Intereſt, they will be as much diſpos'd as any 
to purſue contrary Maxim. 
But if the good Affections of the Diſſenters 
are not to be depended on, if Love to their Coun- | 
try and it's Peace, and Gratitude for ſo great a 
Favour as putting them on a Level with their Fel- 
low Subjects in the ſame ſtation, will not reſtrain 1 
them from dangerous Attempts; let us conſider 
what a mighty Acceſſion of Power they will ob- 
tain by the Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt, 
G 2 which 
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which ſhould make them formidable. All that 
is pleaded in their behalf, is that they may be 
admitted to a Capacity of Offices, not that they 
ſhall be actually poſe/t of any, for Offices muſt 
be convey'd in the proper legal Channel ; and 
confidering the Seki Number and Figure of 
Diſfenters, it would ſhow too great a Diftidence 
inthe Merit and Intereſt of Churchmen, to ap- 
e that at any Time, by this means, they 

all have ſuch a Share of Authority in their 
Hands, as may give Occaſion either of Envy or 
Fear. Bur ſtill theſe Offices are to be executed 
under the Direction and Controul of theSupreme, 
Executive Power, and of the Laws eſtabliſhing 
the Rights of the Church. What Reaſon is there 
then to apprehend that they will be able ro over- 
turn the Conſtitution? If that is to be attempted 
at all, it muſt either be, by an open Rebellion, or 
ina Legal way and with Conſent of Parliament. 
To . e that the Diſſenters will, in a peace- 
able ſtate of the Kingdoms, without any — 
vocation, nay enjoy ing a greater Indulgence than 
before, raiſe a Civil War, merely to alter the 
Legal Settlement of a Form of Church Govern- 
ment and Modes of Worſhip which they do not 
approve, but which are not impos'd upon them- 
ſelves, is ſuch a Chimera that ſcarcely any Man 
will ſeriouſly believe it; and it's as ridiculous to 
imagine they could poſſibly concert ſuch a De- 
ſign, and take the neceſſary ſteps towards ac- 
compliſhing it, or indeed at all enter into it, with 
any, the leaſt Probability of Succels, | 
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But if this mighty Work of unhinging the 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, and exchanging the 
preſent Epi ſcopal Form for Presbyterianiſm 
or ſome other Scheme of the Dzſenters, (in 
the mean time there's the leſs Danger ro be'ap- 
prehended, becauſe they are not agreed among 
themſelves, and it's no more probable that the 
ſeveral oppoſite Parties would unite in any one 
of their own Schemes than in the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment ;) if, I ſay, this Work is to be accom- 
pliſh'd in a Legal Way; then the ſuppoſition is, 
that the — Lords and Commons will come 
into it. Perhaps it would offend ſome Gentle- 
men, tho' I know no reaſon why it ſhould, to 
tell them that in that Caſe another Church would 
have the ſame Right to be eſtabliſhed, which the 
Churches of England and Ireland had at the 
beginning, and have now; for what do we mean 
by an Eſlabliſhment but the Senſe of the Nation 
authoritatively declared by the King, Lords 
and Commons? And do they ſo far diſtruſt the 
Reaſonableneſs and Goodnels of their own Con- 
ſtitution, as to fear it will not ſtand it's Ground 
in the Judgment of rhe Nation or it's Repreſenta-» 
tives, unleſs the Legal Diſcouragement of all who 
ſcruple it, by appropriating Civil Employments 
to thoſe who v m to approve it, be brought to 
it's Aid and Support? An Aid, which religious 
Truth disdains, and a Support wholly foreign to 
the merit of a Church. But does any one ſe- 
riouſly think this a likely Event? I dare ſay, the 
moſt ſanguine Diſſenter has no ſuch expectation; 
at leaſt, tho* he may imagine that his Opinions 
which appear to him true, will ſome time _ O- 

ther 
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ther prevail, yet he is not weak enough to be- 
lieve that, becauſe, if the Teſt ſhould be repeal'd, 

a few of his Perſuaſion may in time have an e- 
2 Chance with their Fellow Subjects, to get 
ſome Civil and Military Poſts, therefore the 
bulk of the Nation will be for Nonconformity, 
aud the Parliament be induc'd to alter the Eſta- 
bliſhment. The Truth is, one can't help think- 
ing that ſome People who make a great Cry for 
continuing the Sacramental Teſt as a Security 
to the Church, intend, at bottom, nothing more 
than a mean partiality in the diſtribution of the 
Government's Favours, and to ſtrengthen their 
Party, by confining to it not the public Service 
but the profit of Employ ments. I beg leave to 
add here a few Words from the Biſhop, of Sarum 
to this purpoſe, p. 53. Take away the Profits 

and Honour of this World out of the Queſti- 
on, and every Thing that can have any Iuflu- 
'* exce upon them; and I dare engage that the 
participation of the Burt hen of Offices would 
in all Countries, be preſs d aud forc'd upon 
* Thoſe, who are no every where almoſt, ex- 

+ cluded from them. V 

It may not be ionproper here to look into the 
Hiſtory of the Sacramental Teſt, to conſider 
briefly the occaſion on which it was impos'd, and 

whether the Conduct of Dz/enters was, and 
continues to be ſuch as to deſerve that ſevere 
Cenſure of the Legiſlature. Every body knows 
that the La enjoining the Teſt in England, was 
firſt made in the Reign of King Charles the ſe- 
cond ; and it appears plainly enough to have been 
originally deſign'd againſt the Papiſts, tho' the 
Letter 
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Letter of the Law includes alſo Proteſtant Non- 
conformiſts, and it has been, ſince the Revolu- | 
tion, declared ro extend to them. Let the | 
World judge whether that was a time well choſen 
for ſuch a Declaration, and for laying more ex- * Þ 
plicitly and deſignedly ſuch a hardſhip on the 1 
Diſſenters, when they had ſuffered fo long and | 
grievouſly under King Charles the ſecond and | 
King James the ſecond, thro? the influence of Fo- 
piſh Counſels, and when the Nations had ſo won- | 
derfully eſcap'd a deluge of Popery and Slavery, | 
which had begun to break in upon. them, and in 
our deliverance from which, they were known to 
have ſo eminent and active a hand. 

But in Ireland the Sacramentalt Teſt was never 
impos'd till the Year 1707, and a very little re- 
flection will ſatisfy any impartial Perſon, whether 
it was then a proper return for the Services the Di- 
ſenters had done to the Proteſtant and Britiſh In- 
tereſt, I have already obſerv d and will not now 
repeat, what their behaviour was at the Revolu- 
tion; the authentic Teſtimony giv'n to it, by 
the Reſolutions both of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in England and Ireland, already refer'd 
to, is ſufficient to ſilence all Objections. And 
their loyal Affection to King William during his 

| whole Reign, was, I belieye, never queſtion'd. 


[= After a Conduct fo remarkably diſtinguiſi d by i 
the public acknowledgments of it's Loyalty and | 
; Importance to the Intereſt of the ae ing dom, | 
while the Memory of it was ſo recent yay. unſul- 


lied by the leaſt eee, of unpeaceableneſs 
or diſaffection to the Government, the Diſſeut- 


ers were extremely ſurpris'd to find themfetves | 
laid 
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laid under a legal incapacity of rendering any x 
more ſuch Services to their Country, and rank'd . 
with the Papiſts, always dangerous Enemies, 
whole bloody Attempts to extirpate the Proteſ- 
tant Religion and enflave the Nations, they had 
lately oppos'd with ſo great bravery and ſucceſs. 
Indeed the unkind treatment they receiy'd, 
which they ſo little deſery'd, and which was fo 
unpolitic, tending to weaken the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt in a Country where the Papiſis are vaſtly 
ſuperior in ſtrength and numbers to Proteſtants 
of all Perſuaſions, was not to be imputed to the 
Parliament of Ireland as their contrivance; 
the Clauſe which enjoins the Sacramental Teſt 
having been rack'd in England to @ Bill tranſ- 
mitted from the Houſe of Commons here for 
preventing the further Growth: of ah". 
Scarcely could a Clauſe be contriv'd more diſa- 
greeable to the Title and profeſt Deſign of a Bill, 
or two things more unnaturally join'd together 
in one Law, than enaQting, what the Papsſts 
called, great ſeverities _ them, and at the 
ſame time diſabling the Diſſeuters, the moſt u- 
nited Body of Proteſtants in the Kingdom, who 
had ſo lately maintained a glorious War againſt 
their Force, headed by K. James, and aſſiſted by 
French Auxiliaries, to reſiſt them. But the 
Meaſures were well enough concerted to anſwer 
ſecret Views directly oppoſite to thoſe which 
were ayow'd, and which it is not difficult to guels 
at, conſidering that thoſe who had then a chief 
hand in directing ſuch Affairs at the Britiſh 
Court, were either bigotted enough to riſque the 


Proteſtant Intereſt for the Service of High 
Church 


(mJy. 


Charch; or corrupt enough to ſerve the Pi. 


themſelves for private Gain 


I 
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Tbe Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
who fram'd the Bill o prevent the furt her 


Growth f Popery, inſtead of approving the 
Clauſe which: was inferted, -publickly declared 
their diſlike of it, and theit Reſolution to take 


the firſt opportunity of repealing it, tho at that 
8 palted it, Tather than lole, 
2 Bill they were ſo fond of. This Reſolution 
has not been yet fulfill'd, for what Reaſons our 
worthy. Patriots themſelves know beſt; but the 


Difenters ſtill rely on it, as, in effect, a Pro- 
mile: of their Repreſentatives in Parliament to 


relieve them: and they have the greater Reaſon 


to expect this Favour, becauſe their Behaviour 
ſince, ſtill uuiformly loyal and of a piece with 
their former Conduct, notwithſtanding this new. - 


diſcouragement they labour under, juſtly entitles 
them to it. What turn of Affairs has there been 


wherein they did not ſhow a zeal and firmneſs, 


worthy of the beſt Subjects, in adhering to the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion, the chief Legal Securitx 
of the Proteſtant Intereſt and the Liberties of 
their Country? What Danger ever threaten d 


the Nations and they did not meet it with unfhak+ 


en Reſolution to hazard their Lives and Fortunes 
for the public Safety? That ill concerted Project 
of the Pretender Invaſion in 1708, found them 
ready to embark with their Fellow Proteſtants 
in the common Defence. The generality of 


them entered into the Army and Militia with 
chearfulneſs, purſuant to the Orders of the Go- 
vernment: (Without them the Militia in the 
H North 


(58) N 

North muſt have made a very poor Figure) and 
tho” a few, being ſurpris'd and Without any Con- 
cert; made ar firſt ſome ſcruple of raking the 
Oaths thro* Ignorance, and ſome difficulty of 
enliſting in the face of a new diſqualifying Law, 
which was underſtood by many to extend to 
private Men, at leaſt if they received any Pay; 
apprehending too that the Danger was not then 
extream; and eſpecially, having ſomeO fficers ſec 
over them in whoſe Affection to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion they had no Confidence, no mote 
than in their good Will to themſelves. Vet, in 
the main, their unblemiſht Loyalty appears ſo 
8 on that and every other occaſion to all 
enſible and unbiaſt Witneſſes, that thoſe who 
traduce them, are either Men of very little Un- 
derſtanding, or, I will venture to ſay, do not 
believe themſelves, and rather envy 1 ſuſpect 
what they pretend to reproa cg. 
But a deeper Deſign was afterwards laid in the 
laſt Years of Queen Ann for overturning our 
happy Settlement and bringing in the Pretender; 
and tho', by a ſignal Interpoſition of Divine 
Providence, it was diſappointed, and the Acceſ- 
ſion of the late King almoſt miraculouſly effect - 
ed without blood, yet no true conſiderate Pro- 
teſtant can paſs over that memorable Event, or 
rarher ſeries of Events wirhout affectionate 
thankfulnels to Gop for our ſurpriſing deliverance, 
an abhorrence of the wicked Devices of ſome 
for involving all that was dear to us as Men and 
Chriſtians in one common Ruin, and a grateful 
remembrance of their Zeal and Steadinels, who 
with the urmoſt hazard to themſelves, ſtood firm 
8 x to 
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to the glorious Cauſe of Religion and Liberty. 
What Part did the Ras then 
act? It is not enough to ſay what all the World 
knows, that none of them entered into the Hel- 
liſh Conſpiracies of that time, the Proteſtants 
concernꝰd in thoſe dark and: horrid Scenes, were 
of another Denomination. Indeed all Part ies 
were ſenſible that whatever Weight and Influence 
they had, lay on the other ſide; the I hig 
truſted them as ſtanch Friends, the JacoBITES 
(who called themſelves Tories, tho' ſome who 
went under that Name, were not refoly'd' to go 
the length of letting a Popiſh Pretender on the 
Throne, but they went too far into the Mea- 
ſures which prepared the Way for him, particu- 
larly diſcouraging and perſecutingProteſtant Di/ 
ſenters;) the Facobite Tories, I lay, regarded 
them as irreconcileable Enemies. The Truth is, 
no one Party of a religious Denomination in Bri- 
tain or Ireland, were ſo united as they; indeed 
no one but they, in an inviolable Attachment 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion. And becauſe it 
was of er importance to the Succeſſor to 

know what Aſſiſtance he might depend on in 
theſe Dominions, if his Title ſhould be oppoſed 

by Force, as every body then expected it would; 

there fore the Diſſeuters of Ireland entred into 
ſecret Concerts, and ſent a Gentleman to the 
Court of Hanover, to aſſure his late Majeſty, 
(then Elector of Brunſwick) they were firmly 
and unanimouſly refoly'd to maintain his Right 
in all Events whenever it ſhould be oppos'd, and 
upon the firſt notice from himſelf, ro take up 
Arms in it's defence, whatever the Conſequen- 
7 H 2 ces 
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.ces might be to themſelyes, either from the Laws 
in force againſt them. or the uncertain Event of 
a War. As this is certain Fact, and could, if it 
were neceſſary, be ſufficiently atteſted, ſeveral 
of the Perſons concern'd being yet alive. and the 
Gentleman himſelf who undertook and executed 
the ha ardousCommiſſion; it will not now be ac- 
counted treaſonable, tho! if it had been diſ- 
covered then, it might have coſt ſome of the 
Diſſenters very dear, and probably nothing 
could have prevented the diſcovery (for ſome 
Perſons very active and zealous in the oppoſite 
Intereſt, are ſaid to have got an intimation of 
private Steps which were taken in purſuance of 
it) but that good Providence, which by one 
ſurpriſing Stroak diſconcerted all the meaſures 
of ou Enemies n . 
Nov what is the return the Diſſenters ought 
to meet with, and what is the treatment due to 
them, in Juſtice, in true Policy, and in Grati- 
rude? ls it that their incapacity of public Service 
ſhould be continued, and that they ſhould be diſ- 
countenanc'd as dangerous Enemies to the Go- 
vernment and to the PROTESTANT. SUCCESSION! ? 
One would think the contrary very evident; and 
that it may appear the more unexceptionable, not 
as the ſelfiſh ſuggeſtion of intereſted Diſenters, 
but the deduction which an honeft Mind makes 
by impartial reaſoning from plain Principles, I 
{hall give the Argument ariſing from this true 
ſtare of the Fact in the words of the Biſhop of 
Sarum. His Lordſhip conſiders the reaſonable- 
nels of continuing the Sacramentat Teſt upon 
the Grounds pleaded þy his Adverſary for the 
2 © it . - firſt 
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| firſtimpoſition of it, by rransferting the ſtate of 
the Fact from the preſent times to thoſe ſoon 
after the Reſtoration of Kin — Roan cr, 
and then he argues upon the following Sup po ſi- 
tions * «+ Firſt” That there had been a i 
to the Crown, againſt King Charles the ſecond. 
Secondly, That quickly after the Reſtorat or 
there had been an Attempt made in Fayour of 
this Pretender. Thiri y, That the whole 
Body of Proteſtant Diſſenters had, for about 
thirty Years before, 1 * all poſſible demon- 
© ſtrations of their Zeal for the King's Ri ht, 
and the Succeſſion in his Family. Fourthly, 
That in the time of ſuch an Attempt, they 
had to a Man, ** firm to his Intereſt, with- 
out ſo much as the ſuſpicion of any the leaſt 
leaning towards his Enemies who aim'd at his 
Crown. Fifthly, That nee Body of his 
* Enemies concurring in this Attempt had been 
unfortunately made up of Proteſtants of ano- 
ther ſort joining with Papiſis. (I beg leave to 
add, that while the Succeſſion was in Danger by 
that fatal Conſpiracy of thoſe other Proteſtants 
and Papiſts, the Diſſenters had enter'd into the 
moſt hazardous Aſſociations for maintaining the 
Ä Right, and giv'n him aſſurances of their 
reſolution to venture their 4// in his Service. 
Sixthly, That at ſuch a Juncture, during the 
Conflict, and after the Attempt had been diſſi- 
« pared, a Parliament of true Britons had been -| 
* ſitting, full of Zeal for their King and Country. | 
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41 wouldtabe the Liberty to ask, in plain Terms, 
and in the Name of all that ever was called 
political Juſtice or Wiſdom, whether, upon 
theſe Suppoſitions. it is poſſible to imagin he 
the Corporation Act, or any Act like it ao pon x 
have been made at that — in order to have 
excluded thoſe from Places of Power and 
* Truſt merely upon account of religious Diffe- 
rences, who had not only demonſtrated them- 
ſelves to have been no Enemies, but the warm - 
eſt and moſt zealous Friends to that Civil Go- 
vernment, juſt then reſtored. I leave it to 
the moſt negligent obſerver of late Affairs 
to make the Application; But the Argument 
that reſults from hence, I ſhall juſt pms 
The ſame Reaſons Which (ſuppoſing them 
to have ſubſiſted at that Time) . have 
made a true Britiſh Parliament to have ab- 
hor'd the Thoughts of any ſuch excluſive 
Acts, are of equal Force agaiuſt the Conti- 
nuance of any ſuch, ſuppoſing theſe Reaſons 
to ſubſiſt now. 
But theſe Reaſons would agdoubredly and 
juſtly have prevented all Thoughts of ſuch 
Acts at that Time. 
© Therefore, ſuppoſing them to ſubſiſt pow. 
they as undoubtedly ought to lead to a Re. 
ſolution of #07 continuing chem. 
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Thus it appears, with regard t to the Palo. 
TESTANT SUCCESSION, Which has now ha- 
pily taken place, how reaſonable it is to re- 

peal the dacramentel Teſt, and <= 
i that 
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that Favour to the Di enters, can be diſa- 
| greeable to none who have a juſt Senſ&of the 
many Bleſſings we enjoy, by the PROTESTANT. 
SUCCESSION IN HIS MAJESTIES ROYAL ' 
SAMILY A 
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